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purpose. It is passed carefully into the vagina until the
hand reaches the breast of the foetus, when the blade is thrust
deeply into the chest, between the two first ribs, and as close
to the spine as possible, cutting down towards the sternum
and upwards to the vertebrae.
The knife is now dispensed with, and, the hand being re-
introduced, the fingers are pushed into the chest and the two
first ribs removed, thereby allowing sufficient room for the
whole hand to enter the cavity. The lungs and heart are
torn away from beneath the spine, and, with the thymus
gland, removed from the uterus. The chest collapses a good
deal, but if the foetus cannot yet be extracted, the hand may
be pushed through the diaphragm and the contents of the
abdomen carried away through the chest.
Some operators, instead of opening the thorax in front,
incise from two to five of the ribs close to the sternum, and
pass the hand into the chest by the aperture so made.
Others divide the ribs on both sides, and remove the sternum
as well as the viscera. It will often be found that the contents
of the chest and abdomen can be removed without cutting
the ribs.
Abdominal Evisceration.
Evisceration of the abdomen may be effected, as just stated,
through the thorax, by tearing away the diaphragm.
But in the posterior or abdominal presentations, and, indeed,
in any presentation or position in which this region is
accessible to the hand, eventration can be performed. Never-
theless, it is not always easy; on the contrary, it is sometimes
most difficult and dangerous.
Either of the embryotomes used for evisceration of the chest
may be employed for the abdomen.
The edge of the instrument is applied to the wall of tie
cavity, which is incised by drawing the hand towards the
operator. Then the whole of the viscera are torn away, and,
if need be, that of the chest also, through the diaphragm.
This may even be carried out through the pelvis of the foetus
after incising the perinseum and sacrosciatie ligameni